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1. Introduction

Speech Assistant AAC - User Manual

Speech Assistant AAC is a text-to-speech iOS app designed for people who are speech impaired.

3:06 PM Wed Aug 16

Hello, how are you?

My nameis ...

llivein ...

| am fine,
thank you.

1
2:40
Common '_ School | Hi b
1
Hello, how are you?

My phone number is ...

. Nice to see you

1ae winrk?

My phone
number is ...

Hello, how
are you?

I'm using this

device to speak.

Good night

See you later.

What are

My email is ...

Nice to see you.

Good morning

Goodbye

How was
your day?

Hava a nira Aayv

My address is ...

What is
your name?

Good afternoon

| have to go.

How was
your weekend?

That ic fina

+

Phrases
Activities
At home

EaalinAe

= 100% -

Nice to see you.

Focd/ent ..
ra

E

. B

: My phone .
B
Nice to
see you.
I'm using this 5
5 : Good
speak.
e
LEICE]
——

Whatis
your name?

Hello, how
are you?

1 am fine,
thank you.

See you soon.

With the app you can create categories and phrases, which are placed on buttons. With these
buttons you can create messages that can be shown or spoken (text-to-speech). It is also
possible to type any text using the keyboard.

The app is easy to use, has many features and the app can be completely customized to your
personal needs and preferences.

The app can be used on:
¢ iPhone and iPad (with iOS 12 or newer)
e Apple Watch (with watchOS 9 or newer)
e Mac with Apple silicon.
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2. Interface on iPad and iPhone

11:14 AM  Wed Oct 14

= 100% (e

Hello, how are you? X )
1 2
a
LJd
My nameis ... L] phqne My email is ... My addressiis ... + 0
number is ...
I live in Al ehler) Nice to see you e i
are you? you. your name? Common Food/drink
| am fine I'm using this .
' Ph Word
e ar— | can not speak. e ey Good morning rases ords
4 3
Good afternoon ~ Good evening Good night Goodbye Feelings Medical
| have to go. Talk to you soon. See you later. How was Home Work
your day?
How was A What are Activities Family
G 22 AM - The interface of the main screen has 4 components:
| am fine, thank you. The textbox and 3 scrollable areas with buttons.
1
1 Textbox The text of your message appears in
the textbox.
Commen Foocjarnk | ¢ uh) When you tap in the textbox the
3 2 I onscreen keyboard will appear.
Phrases Words a_:_ ]
2 Action There are 12 action buttons. The first
Feelings Medical + * buttons 6 buttons are always vi_si_ble, the other
buttons can be made visible by
scrolling down over the action
My name is My phone My email is
Y number is ... v buttons.
The action buttons can also be placed
My addressis ... llivein .. H;'{‘f;:j?w on the left side of the screen in the
4 settings of the app.
Nice t What is | am fine,
Ice to see you. your name? thank you. . . .
3 Categories Scrollable area with the categories.
| can not speak. Ilm using this Good morning .
DS 4 Phrases Scrollable area with the phrases that

Good afternoon

Goodbye |

Good evening

Good night

have to go. Talk to you soon.

belong to the selected category.

The app is designed for iPhone and iPad.

Both support portrait and landscape layout.
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3. Action buttons

Overview

Speak

Clear All

Clear Word

Show full screen

Add

Settings

Edit phrases

Attention sound

Share phrase

Flip text

Keyboard

Users

Reorder phrases

Search phrases

Speaks the text in the textbox.
In the 'Speech and sound' settings the actions of this button
can be adjusted (with option to pause the speech).

Clears the textbox.

Clears the last word in the textbox.

Shows the message in the textbox full screen.

Opens the add menu:
New phrase, Save current phrase, New category.

Opens the settings menu.

Edit the last clicked phrase.

Make an attention sound.
The sound can be selected in the 'Speech and sound' settings.

Share the phrase to mail, text or social media.

Flip the text in the textbox to show your message to the
person opposite of you.

Opens the onscreen keyboard.

Switch between user profiles.

Reorder the buttons with phrases (with drag and drop).

Search through all phrases with edit option.
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3. Action buttons

Long press special features

The speak and Clear buttons have special features which can be activated by long pressing the
button. The long press actions must first be enabled in the settings.

Speak button: Clear button:
Long press to switch between the 4 most Long press to retrieve the last 5 cleared
recent selected voices. phrases.
) )
BN
== __ —= A

Aaron | | Nice to see you. I

Thomas Talk to you soon.
n Ve

Yannick Have a nice day. I
3 Xander 5 How was your day?

Speech settings Hello, how are you? E

¢ o[

4. Full Screen

With full screen you can show your message with a very large font.
Useful for communicating in a noisy environment.
You can also show your message to the person opposite of you with the button to flip the text.

2:15PM  Sun May 19 = 100% (- Carrier & 2:23 PM

| am fine, ‘noK

thank you, ® e
@ | ‘auy

wie |

A ¢ H» ¢
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5. Creating messages

With the app you can define categories and phrases, which are placed on buttons. With these
buttons you can create messages that can be spoken or shown on full screen.

When you tap in the textbox, the onscreen iOS keyboard will appear and with the keyboard you
can type anything into the textbox you want to be spoken or shown.

9:32 AM Sun Oct 25 = 100% ()

Nice X o)
aQ .

My phone

My name is ... number is .. My email is ... My address is ...
I livein ... Hello, how are you? What is your name? | am fine, thank you.
Have a nice day. Nice to know. Nice to see you. The weather is nice. This is nice.

S [3 ‘Nice' Nicely Nicer

d w e r t ) u I (0] P &

- | ? <&

4 X C Y b n m ,

2123 & ) 2123

When you want to use the message you have typed more often, then you can save this message
by tapping the Add button and choosing 'Save current phrase'.

Other options

When autosearch is enabled in the general settings the app searches, based on your typing,
through all your phrases and puts the found phrases on an extra bar on the keyboard.

The characters or words can be spoken while you type. You can enable these options in the
'Speech and Sound' settings of the app.

When History is enabled in the settings, the messages that are spoken are saved in a special
category called History, so that you can use them later again.
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6. Multiple conversations

In the general settings you can enable the option 'Tabs for multiple conversations'.
With the tabs you can easily switch between two or three conversations.

For example, in the second tab you can answer a question to someone else and then continue
typing your message in the first tab.

9:57 AM  Wed Dec 15 ooe = 100% (=)

A

(Hello, how are you?) W( W( (How was your day?)

Yes, | would like | . -
My name is Myiphoria My email is My address is
number is ...
[

S @ to it the

Z X C v b n m

7. Add categories or phrases

On the main screen, you can add a new
category or new phrase with the action
button Add.

New Phrase

Save current Phrase It is also possible to add categories or

phrases in the settings of the app.

New Category
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8. Edit phrases
Edit by long press

The first time the app is started, it creates a set of default categories and phrases in the language
of your iPhone or iPad (English, French, German or Dutch).
You can modify or delete phrases by long pressing a phrase button or in the settings.

Edit phrase

Can | have coffee with milk?

Label:

coffee milk

Category / position:

Food/drink Pos: 10 coffee milk

@ @ ¢

Cancel Delete Save

Phrase: The phrase that is spoken and/or is
placed in the textbox.

Label: The text that is placed on the button, if
the label is empty, the phrase will be placed on
the button.

Category/position: With the 'spinning-
wheels' you can change the category and
position.

Button color: Change the color of the button.

Button image: Gives the options to select a
Symbol, Emoji or Photo (from your photo
library). You can also take a Photo. The image
will be placed on the button next to the text.

Button recorder: Shows the recorder screen
where you can make a voice recording that
will be played when you press the phrase
button on the main screen.

It is also possible to select a previously made
voice recording. Or recordings that are
imported with the function 'Import recordings'
in the Backup/Restore menu.

The default audio format is m4a, this can be
changed into wav in the settings of app.

Recorder

Recording name:

Have a nice day.m4a

Deselect

Cancel Ok
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8. Edit phrases
Edit in the settings

If you go to the 'Categories and phrases' settings, then to Categories and then select a category,
the list of all the phrases that belong to the selected category will be shown.

Button Edit : change to the edit mode where you can change all the phrases in the list in one go.
Button ++ : shows the screen where you can add up to 10 phrases in one go.

Button + : shows the screen where you can add a phrase.

List mode: Edit mode:
Back Edit 4t —= Back Delete (4) Color (4) Save
My name is ... 'My nameis ... ‘ 4
My phone number s ... (v ‘ My phone number is ... w Vd
My email is ... (/] ‘ My email is ... w V4
My address is ... v ] ‘ My address is ... l /
llivein ... (v ‘Ilive in ... ] 7
Hello, how are you? Hello, how are you? ‘ V4
Nice to see you. 'Nice to see you. ‘ /7
What is your name? 'What is your name? ‘ /7
| am fine, thank you. 1am fine, thank you. ‘ /7
| can not speak. I'can not speak. ‘ /7
I'm using this device to speak. I'm using this device to spe...:‘ /7
Good morning _’GOOd morning ‘ V4

¢ In Edit mode you can change the text of all the phrases in the list in one go.

¢ You can also select multiple phrases and change the color of the selected phrases or delete the
selected phrases.

e By drag and drop on the 3 horizontal lines, the order of the phrases can be changed.
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8. Edit phrases
Photos, Symbols and Emoji

When you edit a phrase and tap on the image button, you can for example select a Photo (from
your photo library) or select a Symbol or an Emoji.

Select Symbol

)
Select Emoji
Select Photo
Take Photo
Delet S

The images are placed on the buttons with phrases and are also shown in the textbox. In the
general settings you can disable the option to show the image in the textbox.

Symbols on the buttons

This is an example of using the symbols from the set of set of 3400 Mulberry Symbols. Using the
Mulberry symbols can be useful because they are specifically designed to support communication.

3:16 PM Fri Jun 25 = 100% ==

& coftee with milk X )
a [
Ih?JTgry ir?i:;ty S@@ IlikweOUId @ + *
ek 32? di @ coffee q a cup of
el ﬁ@ﬂ ihner with milk

Common History

tea
asand- N\ toasted @ a slice of o
wich &‘/) bread @ bread % with jam
Food/drink Phrases
999

with @ an egg @ salad @if soup
> cheese .
At home At work

pizza @ ice cream ' an apple @ abanana
Activities Medical
aglass of O lemonade ﬁ. apple ﬁ@ orange

()

breakfast

)=

\V

©

water juice juice

@ @ ¢ L

Words Family
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Emoji on the buttons

Using emoji can be useful as they provide a visual representation of emotions, actions and
objects. This can help to convey thoughts and feelings more effectively.
Emojis are universally recognized and can allow an expressive communication.

With the app, you can search through the set of 1800 emoji and many emoji have the option to
select a specific skintone.

Q. hand

Select Emoji

o

f 1

B

§

g

4

—

Y

u

backhand in-
dex pointing

backhand in-
dex pointing

backhand in-

dex pointing

~
~
’\"l

NIARRT
-

N

4

call me hand

clapping
hands

)

crossed fin-
gers

backhand in-
dex pointing

face with
hand over

Select skin tone

B
"

Cancel



9. Edit categories
Edit by long press

Edit Category

Food/drinks

Pos: 5 Food/drinks

& L

Cancel Delete Save
Edit in the settings

Back Categories

@ Common | #
@  Food/drink 7
© Phrases 7
© Words 7
© Feelings 7
© Medical | #
© Home | /
© Wwork | #
© Activities | /
© Family | #

Save

Speech Assistant AAC - User Manual

By long pressing on a category button on the
main screen, the category can be modified or
deleted.

The name of the category, the position and
the color of the button can be modified.

With the Image button you can select a
Symbol, Emoji or Photo (from your photo
library). You can also take a Photo. The
image will be placed on the button next to
the text.

When you delete a category, the phrases that
belong to that category will also be deleted.

In the settings you can change the name of all
the categories in the list in one go.

By drag and drop on the 3 horizontal lines, the
order of the categories can be changed.

12
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Subcategories

Subcategories can be very useful to better | e—— E S
organize your phrases. New Phrase L J
The option to create subcategories can be Save current Phrase
enabled in the Categories/Phrases setting of I +
the app. . New Category
You can create a new subcategory in a N

ew Subcategory Food/drink

category with the Add action button.

When you select a category with subcategories, the subcategories appear below the
categories. The arrow at the top right indicates that it is a subcategory.

When you select a subcategory, the selected subcategory will have an arrow at the top left
indicating that you can press the button again to return to the parent category.

R | | I

At Home mwork €3 [ At Home At Work L

Activities Phrases + Q Activities Phrases + ¢

- = - 20€ —
Vegatables Fruit Sweets Vegatables Fruit Sweets

| would ° lam ° lam .
@$\2 like Biinary; ity Apple g Banana Kiwi
& break- O ﬁ R
S lunch dinner Pear Orange Berries
o & 1@
o @ corice acup < B Save current
f wa- ith
@ ?erwa \r?/qlnk @ of tea Mango phrase here
coffee O orange @ a sand-
milk ﬁ juice wich

\ toasted a slice — with
U bread @ of S0l jam

bread
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Edit subcategories in the settings

You can edit subcategories and the phrases that belong to the subcategory just like normal
categories.This can be done by long press the category on the main screen or in the settings
of the app.

In the settings, the subcategories are shown indented below the parent category.

Move to make a subcategory

Back Categories Save
: By drag and drop on the 3 horizontal lines,
Q Common /’ you can move a category into another
L category to make it a subcategory.
Q == [Greetings /’ You can also drag a subcategory out of a
category to make it a normal category
. again.
@ Food/drinks V4
- When it is not clear if you want to make the
Q -— | Eruit /* category a subcategory or just want to
L change the position of the category, a
dialog is shown to ask for confirmation.
e - Do you want to move "
'Sport' to this new Moving a category that already has
position? s subcategories to another category is not
Q = : i possible.
Q - Ordoyouwantto make
. 'Sport' a subcategory of
Q 'Activities'? 3
Move Subcategory ¢
- e J
@ Activities V4
\J
@ -- Sport V4
: ' o
@ Social V4
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10. Settings menu

Settings

{9'} General Settings

Layout and Colors

ER Categories/Phrases and Users

@ Speech, Recordings and Sound

Cfr} Backup, Import and AirDrop

Custom Keyboard

Apple Watch App

Direct Speak

Direct Speak/Clear

Done

With the settings button you can open the settings menu.

The settings menu contains also
two quick settings.

Direct Speak:

After tapping on a button with a
phrase, the phrase is immediately
spoken.

Direct Speak/Clear:

After tapping on a button with a
phrase, the phrase is immediately
spoken and then cleared.

15
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11. General settings
Overview

Settings for clearing

Undo clear

With this option enabled, clearing the 0
textbox can be undone.

Retrieve cleared phrases

Option to retrieve the last 5 cleared O
phrases by long pressing the Clear button.

Clear after speak button

With this option the textbox will be cleared
automatically after touching the speak
button.

Clear after full screen

With this option the textbox will be cleared
automatically after returning from full
screen.

General settings

Autocomplete

This option searches your phrases based on your
typing and shows completion suggestions in a
drop-down list.

Tabs for multiple conversations

Select the number of tabs to have multiple text
boxes, making it easier to have multiple conversa-
tions.

Images in textbox
When a button with a phrase is tapped, ()
the image on the button is also shown in

the textbox.

Images on full screen

The images in the textbox are also shown ()
on full screen.

Other settings

Set password

Set a password protection on the access to the
settings.

Feedback

Email Feedback or Questions.

Accessibility

Prevent screen auto-lock

Prevent the screen from going automati-
cally into auto-lock sleep mode.

Long press duration

The duration of time required to activate the long
press action.

Prevent double touching (buttons)

Set the disable time after touching of the buttons
to prevent double touching.

Prevent double touching (keyboard)

Set the disable time of the default iOS onscreen
keyboard or a bluetooth keyboard to prevent
double touching.

Keyboard

Keyboard shortcuts

Tap to define the shortcuts for a Bluetooth
keyboard.

Keyboard function keys

With this option enabled, you can use F1- ()
F12 for the first 12 phrases.

Keyboard navigation

Tap to set up navigation with a bluetooth
keyboard.

Prevent double touching

For people with motor skill impairments or
shaky hands, it can help to use the 'Prevent
double touching' feature. This setting also works
for the iOS onscreen keyboard, a bluetooth
keyboard or a smart keyboard cover.

In the settings of your iPhone/iPad (Accessibility
> Touch > Accommodations) it is also possible
to enable 'Ignore Repeat'.

It is not recommended to enable that setting at
the same time with 'Prevent double touching'.

Set password

A password can be set to prevent accessing the
settings (override code: #settings#).
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11. General settings

Autocomplete options

The Autocomplete feature is important because it enhances communication efficiency and speed.
The function searches your phrases based on your typing and shows completion suggestions in a
drop-down list or in a row on the on-screen keyboard.

Carrier & 11:12 AM

W

NiceI

Have a nice day.

Nice to see you.

The weather is nice.
This is nice.

What a nice surpise.

You look nice today.

VIy TIarme 1s ...

number is ...

“Nice" Nicely

X )
Q [
+

My email is ...

Keyboard shortcuts

Back Shortcuts

Speak: Enter

Clear All: Ctrl

Attention Sound: Alt s

Full screen: Cmd

Close full screen: Escape

Carrier & 11:14 AM Ll

Nice|

Common Food/drink x ‘)))

Phrases Words e [ ]

Activities Medical -l- *

W P RN

Have a nice day. Nice to see you. The weather

is nice.
“Nice" Nicely Nicer
qgw e r t y u 1 o p

With this feature you can define the shortcuts for a

Bluetooth keyboard.

For each function you can choose one of the
following keys:

Alt Key, Cmd, Ctrl, Enter, Escape, Alt a, Alt ¢, Alt s.
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12. Layout and Colors settings

Overview

Size settings

Phrase button width

Set the width of the buttons with phrases based
on the number of buttons per row.

Phrase button height
Set the height of the buttons with phrases.

Phrase button fontstyle

Tap to change the fontstyle of the phrase buttons.

Category button size
Tap to change the size of the category buttons.

Action button height
Set the height of the action buttons.

Action buttons space

Set the space for the buttons to make more
buttons visible.

Textbox font
Tap to change the font of the textbox

Textbox size: 100.00

Textsize

Phrase button textsize: 14.50

Category textsize: 14.50

Textbox textsize: 24.00

Fullscreen textsize: 60.00

Colors

Color scheme
Tap to select the color scheme.

Personal color scheme
Tap to create a personal color scheme.

Background color of symbols

Select the background color of the symbols for
better visibility.

Dark keyboard

On the Main screen the keyboard gets a
dark appearance (works only for the
default Apple keyboard).

Action Buttons

Main screen action buttons

Customize the action buttons on the main screen
(like speak, clear etc).

Full screen action buttons

Customize the action buttons on the full screen
(like attention sound, speak etc).

Action buttons placement

Place the action buttons on the left side of
the screen.

Other settings

Extra rotated textbox

The rotate button shows an extra textbox (>
with the text rotated, to show your
message to the person opposite of you.

Textbox at bottom

This option places the textbox at the
bottom of the screen. This can be useful
when writing with an Apple Pencil.
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12. Layout and Colors settings

Size options

The size of the buttons, the textsize and the size of the textbox can be adjusted.
For instance, on an iPad you can have up to 8 phrase buttons per row.

10:08 AM  Tue Feb 4 = 100% (@)

Nice to see you.

My name My phone My email My adress llive in Hello, how Nice to What is
B em number is ... is ... is ... are you? see you. your name?
q I'm using
Uemmiiy lcaninot this device G°°.d Gocd G°°.d Good night Goodbye
thank you. speak. morning afternoon evening
to speak.
I have to go Talk to See you How was Hz;v;:as How was What are I_-Iave a
* yousoon. later. your day? AT work? you doing? nice day. - -
Thatis fine, . 1Nat’s I know. Idont ke it. fidony ! idorgy

interesting. know. like it. understand. understand.

9 T!\at hatls Of course. Almoment Excuse me. Yes No Maybe - -

is right. wrong. please.

Please Thanks i bl . - -
you. welcome.

Extra rotated textbox

With the action button to flip the text in the textbox, you can show your message to the person
opposite of you. It is possible to enable an extra rotated textbox, so both can easily read the text.

10:23 AM Tue Feb 4

2 100% m-"
‘noA 2as 01 82IN -
Nice to see you. J
My name is Myjphons My email is My adress is -
number is ...
llive in IR Nice to see you pahetls .
— - — - -
I am fine, | can not speak. I'm using this Good morning
thank you. : device to speak.

Good afternoon Good evening Good night Goodbye - -

How was
| have to go. Talk to you soon. See you later. your day?
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12. Layout and Colors settings

Colors

The colors of the buttons, texts, textbox and background can be adjusted to your personal
preferences. You can choose a color scheme or create a personal color scheme.

Revert

Category buttons color

Phrase buttons color

Action buttons color

Textcolor buttons

Textcolor textbox

Color textbox

JUneeam:

Background color

With the color scheme you can for instance change the color of the phrase buttons. All the phrase
buttons will get the selected color. But with the 'Edit phrase' screen you can also give individual
buttons different colors. For instance, in the screenshot below the Yes/No buttons and the five
yellow buttons.

11:48 AM  Tue Feb 4

L My phone ma
My adress is ... | livein ... -

s P

>
g
1
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12. Layout and Colors settings

Main screen action buttons

The action buttons can be modified:

e The color of the icons on the buttons can be changed by tapping on the button.

e With the switch you can show or hide the button.

e By drag and drop on the 3 horizontal lines, the order of the buttons can be changed.

Revert

Clear All

Speak

Clear Word
Show full screen
New Phrase
Settings

Edit Phrase
Attention Sound

Share Phrase

Flip text

Onscreen Keyboard

Users

EBsERNB+II0E X
B0BBBH 688
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12. Layout and Colors settings

Examples

This is an example of the app with another color scheme, with the highlight feature enabled and
with the dark keyboard enabled.

12:14 PM Tue Feb 4 = 100% ="

| would liké coffee with milk

r =
L Jd

I am hungry
coffee
coffee with milk

| would like | am thirsty
-
sandwich toasted bread
DOtatoes apple IUIce
Save current
orange juice beer wine lemonade
phrase here

12:25 TueFeb 4 = 77% .

Nice]

L - hungry

dinner coffee

Common Food/drink

Phrases Words
Medical

Feelings

Home Work

Actlwtles

Family

B0 |

Nicely

22
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13. Categories/Phrases and Users
Overview

In this section of the settings you can edit the categories, phrases and user profiles. More detailed
information about editing can be found in the chapters about editing.

Back Categories and Phrases History

Edit History Speak )
The phrases will be automatically saved in \/ ( )

. the history category after tapping the
Categories Speak button.

Tap to edit the categories or to edit the phrases of

a category. History Full screen

The phrases will be automatically saved in
the history category after tapping the full

User profiles screen button.

Create users with their own categories, phrases
and voice. And select another user for another

language, person or situation. Clear history

Clear the phrases in the history category.

Subcategories

Enable subcategories Abbreviations

You can create subcategories with the add [/ ( %’] .. .
button on the main screen. When you edit Abbreviation expansion

categories in the settings, you can move Create abbreviations and the expansions that will
categories into other categories to make replace the abbreviations during typing.

them subcategories.

Enable Abbreviations

Show all Schate_gones _— The abbreviations will be replaced after ‘C
When a subcategory is selected, the other ( ) typing a space or after pressing the speak
subcategory buttons also remain visible so = button.
that you can easily select another one.

History

Settings

History for quick access to previously typed
phrases.

When you enable history, the phrases will be
automatically saved in the history category
after tapping the Speak button (or after

Long press categories - tapping the full screen button).

With this option you can long press the | Q After enabling history, a new category named
buttons with categories to edit. b History will be created automatically.

Sort alphabetically

With this option the phrases will be shown
alphabetically.

Long press phrases

Select the action for long pressing the buttons with
phrases.

Save current phrase

Enable the button to save the current ['/ g )
phrase. -
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13. Categories/Phrases and Users
User profiles

; ) You can create user profiles with their own

Back User profiles Edit + set of categories and phrases.

Dutch user The setting§ (like layout, color §cheme,
selected voice and general settings) are
also saved in the user profile.

English user v
The user profiles can be used for
multilingual support and for different

French user persons or situations.

German user

E | ey On the main screen, you can switch quickly
Dutch user between users with the action button Users.

English user v

French user

German user J

I OO 99000009

Long press options

With long press it is possible to edit the categories and phrases directly from the main screen.
In the 'Categories and Phrases' settings, you can also enable a menu with multiple options which
will be shown when you long press a button with a phrase.

My phone

: Speak phrase 1SS0S ...
number is ...

Add phrase to textbox

Hello, how are
you?

Speak and Add phrase gour

Edit phrase

| can not speak. Copy phrase orning
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14. Speech, Recordings and Sound settings

Speech settings

Select voice

Tap to select a speech voice and a speech
language.

Pronunciations
Tap to define pronunciation corrections.

Speak button long press

Option to long press on the speak button 0
to switch between the 4 most recent

selected voices.

Speak button options

Select the working of the Speak button (Speak only
or also Stop/Pause).

Sound settings

Speech Rate: 0.4 (Default: 0.5)

Speech Pitch: 1.0 (Default: 1.0)

Recording Rate: 1.0 (Default: 1.0)

Attention sound
Tap to select an attention sound.

ElevenLabs Voice

ElevenLabs Voice Setup

When you have created an ElevenLabs Al Voice
clone you can setup the voice to be used in the

app.

Manage ElevenLabs recordings

Shows the list of the ElevenLabs recordings with
the options to delete recordings.

Recordings

Audio format of recordings

Select the audio format (m4a or wav) used for
making voice recordings.

Manage recordings

Shows the list of the recordings with the options to
delete recordings or connect recordings to phrases
through their name.

Speech output

Phone call speech output

When enabled the speech output is also (:)
audible on your own device during phone

calls when it is on speaker (only works with

iOS system voices).

Always use built-in speakers
The app will always use the built-in ()
speakers of the iPhone/iPad, also when

headphones are connected.

Pause settings

Pause between sentences

With this option you can set the pause between the
sentences (only works with iOS system voices).

Pause tags

With this feature enabled, you can type p1 ()
to pb anywhere inthe textfora1to 5
second pause.

Speak automatically

Speak word

The word is spoken after typing a space or
after a swiped word or written word with an
Apple Pencil.

Speak sentence

The sentence is spoken after typing a
punctuation.

Other settings

Highlight words Main screen

The spoken words will be highlighted on O
Main screen.
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14. Speech, Recordings and Sound settings

Standard iOS Voices

The app uses the high-quality iOS voices, there are 90 voices for 27 languages available.
The voice can be selected in the app, the rate and pitch of the selected voice can be adjusted.

The voices can be selected after they have been downloaded in the settings of your device:
Settings > Accessibility > Spoken Content > Voices.

In the speech settings of the app, the list shows the voices in the language of your device.
To show the other voices you can tap on 'Other languages'.

Back Voices Other languages
Personal Voices
Ton's Personal Voice 1 L’

Ton's Personal Voice 2
English (United States)

Aaron ' v

Allison L’
Allison (Enhanced) ]
Ava o[
Ava (Enhanced)

Ava (Premium)

Evan J:[
Evan (Enhanced) 1:
Joelle (Enhanced) O

Nathan I !

Apple's Personal Voice

With Personal Voice, you can create a
synthesized voice that sounds like your
own voice.

e Personal Voice is available in iOS17 in
the Accessibility settings of your iOS
device.

e You can create a Personal Voice by
reading a set of text prompts to record
15 minutes of audio on an iPhone or
iPad.

e The synthesized voice is stored locally
on your device and can be shared to
other iOS devices.

e Speech Assistant supports Personal
Voice and you can select a personal
voice in the speech settings of the app
(the setting 'Allow Apps to Request to
Use' needs to be enabled in the
Personal Voice settings of your device).

Other custom voices

Since iOS 17 it is also possible to download
other custom voices as a system voice.

In that way custom voices, such as Acapela
my-own-voice can be selected in the app.
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ElevenlLabs Voices

With ElevenLabs you can create a highly realistic Professional Voice Clone. ElevenLabs use Al and
machine learning to produce voices that have more intonation and expression.

For information about a free voice clone and pro account for people with ALS, you can contact
Bridging Voice (US), MndAssociation (UK) or the Scott Morgan Foundation.
And for more information you can also visit: www.bridgingvoice.org/elevenlabs

Setup your ElevenlLabs Voice

When you have created your ElevenlLabs Voice clone you can setup the voice to be used in the
app. Setting up the voice is easy, all you need to get your API key from ElevenLabs, paste it in
the app and select your voice.

First you need to get your API key at www.elevenlabs.io

Log into your ElevenLabs account or click on 'GO TO APP' when already logged in.

Click on 'My Account' or on the Account icon, then click on API Keys and then on Create Key.
You can give the key any name and then click on Create.

Select the key by pressing Ctrl+A, then copy the key using Ctrl+C.

Next go to the Speech settings of the app, then select 'ElevenLabs Voice Setup'.

Then click on 'Enter API key' and paste your key with Crtl+V.

Now you can select your voice and enable it to be used in the app.

ElevenLabs Voice Setup

For information about a free voice clone and pro account
for people with ALS, you can contact Bridging Voice
(US), MndAssociation (UK) or the Scott Morgan
Foundation.

The information button shows important information
about using an ElevenlLabs voice.

(l? Enter APl key \/ @

Selected Voice:

Q Select Voice Ton voice clone

\/ Check Voice :(;} Enable Voice

Done


https://bridgingvoice.org/elevenlabs/
https://elevenlabs.io/
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Tips and Information about ElevenlLabs Voices

e You can create your own custom voice, but ElevenLabs also offers many high-quality, premade
voices to choose from.

e In the speech settings you can also enable 'Speak button long press', then you can quickly
switch between your ElevenLabs voice and the other voices.

e The ElevenlLabs voice does not work during a phone call and then the app will automatically
switch to the selected iOS voice.

e The first time a phrase is spoken a recording is created by ElevenLabs and there may be a
slight delay, especially with long phrases. But the recording is saved in the app, so the second
time there is no delay. Each time a phrase is created by ElevenLabs, the expression can be
slightly different. In the settings you can delete a recording to get another version of the
phrase.

e If a recording is not yet saved in the app, the phrase is sent to the ElevenLabs server, a
recording is sent back and ElevenLabs also stores it in your account (history). So conversations
are not as private as with the iOS system voices.

e An internet connection is needed, so it's best to only use an ElevenLabs voice when you're on
wifi or have enough cellular data. If you're not connected to the internet, the app uses the
saved recordings or otherwise will automatically switch to the selected iOS voice.

e The normal speech settings in the app do not apply when using an ElevenlLabs voice, but you
can adjust the rate of the recordings in the speech Setting of the app.

Manage ElevenlLabs Recording

In the Speech Setting of the app, you can
manage the ElevenlLabs recordings that are
saved in th app.

Back Edit Delete all

Hello, how are you?.mp3
With the edit button you can delete specific
recordings for phrases, so that they are
How was your day?.mp3 recreated by ElevenLabs with a slightly different
expression when you use the phrase again.
el ekl When you change to a different voice, you can
delete all the existing recording so the new voice

Nice to see you..mp3 is used for all the spoken phrases.

See you later..mp3 AirDrop saved recordings

In the app’s backup settings, you can send the
saved ElevenlLabs recordings to another device
via AirDrop.

That's interesting..mp3 This way, the same phrases don't have to be
recreated on the other device, saving mobile
data and time from your ElevenLabs account’s

What is your name?.mp3 monthly limit.

Talk to you soon..mp3



a Speech Assistant AAC - User Manual 29

Phone calls and FaceTime

The app can also be used while making Phone, FaceTime and Skype calls (with iOS 13 on your
iPhone or iPad). This means you don't need a second device anymore for the speech output.

You can type text (or use the buttons with phrases) and the other person on the phone can hear
the synthesized speech.

The speech output will be audible to the other person on the phone and also to your iPhone (when
it is on speaker).

It works with the iOS voices, but not with recordings. When a recording is played during a phone
call, the selected iOS voice is used.

FaceTime

The app can be used during a FaceTime call with both apps in 'Splitview'.
This links shows how Splitview can be enabled: https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207582.
The disadvantage is that in Splitview the FaceTime video is paused.

A better option is using 'Picture in Picture'. Start the FaceTime call in full screen and then press
the home button, then the FaceTime video screen scales down to a corner of your display.
You can then start Speech Assistant.

Move video window: Drag it to a different corner of the screen.

Resize the video window: To make the small video window larger, pinch open. To shrink it again,
pinch closed.

More information: https://support.apple.com/guide/ipad/multitask-with-picture-in-
picture-ipad7858c392/ipados

This 'Picture in Picture' feature has to be enabled in the general settings of your iPad.
You can use 'Picture in Picture' with iPad Pro, iPad (5th generation and later), iPad Air 2 and later,
or iPad mini 4 and later.
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15. Backup, Import and AirDrop

It is a good idea to make a backup to iCloud regularly.
Backup and Restore can also be a convenient method (next to AirDrop) to transfer your categories

and phrases to another device.

Back Backup and Import

Categories and Phrases

Backup

Tap to backup the Categories and Phrases to
iCloud, Mail or Airdrop.

Restore

Tap to restore a backup of Categories and Phrases
from iCloud or another folder.

Import phrases

Tap to import words or phrases from a text file into
a category.

Complete

Make complete backup

Tap to select a folder for creating a complete
backup (categories, phrases, images and
recordings) into a zip file

Restore complete backup

Tap to select the zip file with the complete backup
to restore.

Recordings

Export recordings into zip file

Tap to select the folder for exporting the voice
recordings into a zip file.

Import recordings from zip file

Tap to select the zip file with the voice recordings
(mda, aac, mp3 or wav files).

Import recordings from folder

Tap to select the folder for importing voice
recordings (m4a, aac, mp3 or wav files).

AirDrop options

AirDrop complete backup

Send a complete backup (categories and phrases,
recordings and photos) to another device with
AirDrop.

AirDrop categories and phrases

Send the categories and phrases to another device
with AirDrop.

AirDrop recordings

Send the recordings to another device with
AirDrop.

AirDrop settings

Send the settings (like layout settings, color
scheme, action buttons and general settings) to
another device with AirDrop.

Auto Backup

Enable Auto Backup

With this option enabled, the app creates {' g )
weekly an auto backup of the categories =
and phrases of the current user profile.

Auto Backup Restore

Tap to show a list of the auto backups that are
stored in an internal folder within the app. You can
tap on an auto backup in the list to restore.

The auto backups are stored in an internal
folder within the app the app and will be
removed when the app is uninstalled.

If you want to transfer your content to for
example a new device, you can not use an
auto backup, but need to make a complete
backup to iCloud or you can also AirDrop your
content to the new device.
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The first option in the settings menu for backing up your Categories and Phrases shows a menu
where you can choose to backup to iCloud, Mail, AirDrop or to share the backup to for example

Google Drive or Dropbox.

Backup Categories and Phrases

Name: Backup_20201117_1519

Mail the backup if you want to send your categories and

Q Backup your categories and phrases to iCloud. You can then
also restore them on another device.
8 phrases to another person.

@ With AirDrop you can send your categories and phrases to
Y ¥ another device nearby.

T Share the backup to 'Google Drive' or 'Save to Dropbox' (if
I l installed on your device).

Cancel

Name backup
If you tap on the name of the backup, you can change the name.

Backup to iCloud

Backup to iCloud to save your categories and phrases to your iCloud. The backup is saved in the
folder SpeechAssistantBackup. In the settings of your device iCloud drive has to be enabled.

Backup to Mail
Backup to Mail can be useful if you want to send a backup to another person. The mail also
contains instructions how to restore the backup.

AirDrop

With AirDrop you can send a complete backup (categories, phrases, recordings and images) to
another device or person. If the receiving device is not visible on the AirDrop screen, you can go
to the settings of the receiving device (General > AirDrop) to check if AirDrop receiving is allowed.
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Share the backup

32

You can share the backup to 'Google Drive' or 'Save to Dropbox', when these apps are installed on

your device. This can be useful if you want to send your categories and phrases to an Android

device.

Backup_Tim_20201117_1529

ext Document - 4

® o -

AirDrop Mail Drive More

Copy

Save to Dropbox

Save to Files

Import Recordings

With 'Import recordings' it is possible to import previously made voice recordings.
The app supports the following audio-formats: m4a, aac, mp3, wav.

You can select a zip file on your device or on iCloud with the voice recordings. It is also possible to

select a local folder on your iPhone/iPad or an iCloud folder that contains voice recordings.

Import recordings

Info

Import 23 recordings from zip file?
Files that already exist will be skipped.

A moment, please.m4a
Coffee with milk.m4a
Good afternoon.m4a
Good morning.m4a
Have a nice day.m4a

Select Zip File Import

When you enable 'Create phrases', a phrase button will be created in the selected category for

each imported recording.

Create phrases in category

Recordings

0 Create phrases

Otherwise it is also possible to edit the phrase buttons by longpressing the button and select the

corresponding recording.
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Export Recordings into zip file
With this function, you can select a folder on your device or on iCloud where the zip file with the
voice recordings will be created.

Import Phrases

With this function it is possible to import phrases or words from a text file into a category.

The phrases or words in the text file needs to be separated by a delimiter. The used delimiter can
be a comma, semicolon or return (new line). The used delimiter will be determined automatically
after selecting the file.

After selecting a file, the content of the file and the phrases that can be imported will be show on
the screen.

The imported phrases will be added at the end after the last phrase in the selected category.

Import Phrases

File Content Import into category

File: File-with-Phrases.txt
Number of phrases: 28

I'm going to see a friend. Activities
I'm going to play tennis.

Would you like to go to the movie?

Shall we watch a series?

I'm reading a book.

Select File Import

Cancel
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16. Custom Keyboard

The Custom Keyboard can replace the default iOS keyboard on the Main screen of the app.

With the custom keyboard you can define which characters are placed on the keys or choose a

34

default layout, like for example QWERTY or ABC layout. The colors of the different groups of keys
can be customized and the size of keyboard can be changed.

The Custom Keyboard also has features to prevent double touching of the keys and the repeat

time of the backspace key can be set.

Keyboard layout

Custom Keyboard

This options enables the custom keyboard
which will replace the default keyboard on
the main screen.

Characters on keys

Define the characters on the keys or choose
between QWERTY, AZERTY and ABC layout.

Special characters on keys
Define the special characters on the keys.

Number of rows and keys

The number of rows and keys of the keyboard.
Selecting more rows increases the height of the
keyboard.

Return key
Enable the return key on the keyboard.

Colors and Font

Color scheme
Tap to select the color scheme.

Personal color scheme
Tap to create a personal color scheme.

Larger font size

Select this option for a larger font size on
the keys.

Font style
Tap to change the font style on the keys.

Corrections

Auto Capitalisation

With this option each sentence will start ()
automatically with a capital letter.

Word completions

With this option a bar with completions will
be shown above the keyboard.

Auto Correction

With this option a misspelled word will be ()
automatically corrected.

Language
Select the language for Auto Correction and Word
completions.

Accessibility

Prevent double touching

Set the disable time for the keys to prevent double
touching.

Backspace repeat

Set the repeat time for the backspace when you
long press the this key.

Size settings

Keyboard width

With this option the keyboard can be made less
wide in landscape mode.

Keyboard height

With this option the keyboard can be made less
high in landscape mode.
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Custom Keyboard examples
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My nameiis ... LA pho_ne My email is ... My address is ...
numberis ...
| NN Llomllom  bomyas e v sm o3 Blimm e momm v iman What |S
Good evening Good morning Good night Have a nice day. Nice to see you. ‘
Nice Nick Night Nine Nike
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e |
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My nameis ... My phqne My email is ... My address is ... My nameiis ... My pho_ne My email is ... My address is ...
number s ... : number is ...
o i What is
?
llivein ... Hello, how are you? Nice to see you. your name?
Nice Nick Night Nine Nike
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17. Apple Watch App

The app also supports the Apple Watch. The Watch app can especially be useful for
communicating short messages. On the go, you don't have to pick up your phone and can quicky
communicate with the app on your wrist.

The upper horizontal row contains the categories, you can scroll to the right over the categories to
see all the categories. Next to the last category there are 2 buttons, a button to open the screen
where you can type a message and a settings button to select the preferred voice.

11:21

Home () (@)

My name My phone
S )| numberis ... ‘ e O

w Hello, how are you?

Hello, how || Iam fine,
. are you? || thank you

= see you

. see you |1 later

z: My phone
. numberis ...

o Nice to see you

[ Have a

Full Screen

You can tap on a button to show the phrase full screen with the fontsize as large as possible.
When you turn your wrist in full screen, the text rotates so you can show your message to
someone else.

Speech

When you tap on a phrase in full screen the phrase will be spoken. In the settings on your iPhone
you can change the tap action so the phrase will be spoken when you tap on a phrase in the list.
The volume of the speech on the Watch is loud enough for a conversation with someone in a quiet
room. It is possible to connect a bluetooth speaker to the Watch for more volume.

Keyboard

The Apple Watch Series 7 (and newer) and the Apple Watch Ultra have a keyboard button to type
a message. The keyboard is small for typing but swiping works well.
If the keyboard is not visible, you can swipe up from the bottom to select the keyboard as input.

11:57

Hello how are you? Q
Tap to enter text ’ | 'm

gwertyuiop

"‘\} @) asdfghijk.|
4 4 S zxecvbnm®
SPACE 0
e ) U
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Select a voice on your Watch

When you tap on the settings button in the
Apple Watch app, you can select the voice you
want to use.

Download voices

Additional voices can be downloaded in the
settings of your Apple Watch: Settings >
Accessibility > VoiceOver > Speech > Voice.

Settings in Speech Assistant on iPhone

In the settings of your iPhone you can
customize the layout of the Watch app and
sync the categories and phrases.

Back Apple Watch App

Sync categories and phrases

After categories and phrases are updated, you can
sync the updated content to your Apple Watch.

Select categories to sync

Select the categories you want to sync with your
Watch. Syncing is not automatic and must be
initiated manually.

Show 2 buttons per row

Show 2 buttons per row instead of 1
button per row in the list.

Button color
Tap to select the color of the buttons.

Textsize: 16.00

Select tap action

You can tap to show the phrase on full screen or
tap to speak the phrase.

Information

Information about the working of the Apple Watch
app.

Cancel 20:31
Select a voice @

Allison (en-US)

Evan (en-US)

Joelle (Enhanced)
(en-US)

Syncing
The first time you start the Watch app, the

app displays a message that the categories
needs to be synced.

11:37

No categories have yet
been selected for the
Watch app. You can

select them in the
settings of Speech
Assistant on your

iPhone.

You can select the categories that will be
synced to the Watch. Syncing is not
automatic and must be initiated manually.

You can sync categories that you already use
on your iPhone, but you can also create
separate categories with phrases especially
for the Watch and select them for syncing.

Because of the small screen of the Watch, a
maximum of 8 categories and 40 phrases per
category will be synced.

Emoji and symbols will also be synced to the
Watch, but photos and recordings will not be
synced.

Wake duration

In the Watch App on your iPhone you can
change the wake duration to 70 seconds:
Display & Brightness > Wake Duration >
Wake for 70 seconds.

This keeps the screen on longer and can
make interacting with the app easier.
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18. Install on a Mac

The app can also be installed on MacBooks and Macs with Apple Silicon (M1 chip or newer).
You can search for the app in the Mac App Store (tab iPhone & iPad Apps).

@ SpeechAssistant File Edit Window Help I Tue 26 May 12:50

eoe Speech Assistant

Nice to see you.

rA
Lad

e

Common Food/drink

My phone

My name s ... barise

Myemailis.. My addressis ... llivein ...

Hello, how What is | am fine,

are you? Nicetoseeyou. | ) name? thank youl. | can not speak.

I'm using this

device to speak. Good morning ~ Good afternoon  Good evening Good night

How was

Goodbye I have to go. Talk to you soon.  See you later. your day?

Athome Medical
How was e et What are

your weekend? you doing? Have a nice day. That is fine.

Activities
That's

interesting. | don't know. llike it. I don't like it.

@Y 06®=086-78006G =RE

The app works the same way as on an iPhone or iPad, but can be resized to any size, from
fullscreen to very small.

Voices on a Mac

The voices can be downloaded in the settings of your Mac: System Settings > Accessibility >
Spoken Content > System voice (tap on the selection icon) > Manage Voices.
After downloading voices, the app has to be restarted before they can be selected in the app.

Accessibility
Select voices:
Overvig Q l e
y
English (United States)
Eﬁ}\j Voice@ Agnes
P Alex
=) Z
oy Zoom Allison
— Ava o
L] Display Options..
Bruce

‘7' lﬂa Fred | Options..
Junior

Options...
Descrif Kathy
Nicky Options..
Princess
i) Audio Ralph

®) Qamantha
RTT

| Cancel
cantl —

Show Accessib
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Onscreen keyboard

If you prefer to type with an onscreen keyboard on your Mac, you can enable the Apple
Accessibility Keyboard:
https://support.apple.com/guide/mac-help/use-the-accessibility-keyboard-mchlc74c1c9f/mac

AirDrop to a Mac

On a Mac it is also possible to backup and restore from iCloud like on an iPhone or iPad, but if the

devices are nearby then AirDrop is also a convenient way to transfer your categories and phrases

to another device.

When you send a complete backup with AirDrop from (for example) an iPad to iPhone, the app will
automatically open on the receiving device to restore the backup.

But when you send it to a Mac, the backup will be placed in the download folder on your Mac. You

can restore this backup by selecting the file (backupcomplete.zip) with the restore function of the

app.

19. Tips

Apple Pencil

With an Apple Pencil you can write in the textbox and your handwriting will be automatically
converted into typed text.

There are two settings of the app that can make using the Apple Pencil more convenient.

¢ In the speech settings you can enable the option 'Speak word'. With this option, the app
detects when a word is written with the pencil and speaks the word.

¢ In the layout settings you can enable the option to to place the textbox at the bottom of the
screen. This prevents touching the buttons that are normally placed below the textbox.

The Apple Pencil is only supported on an iPad. There are two different versions of the Apple Pencil
that only work with specific iPads. The handwriting convertion is called Scribble and must be
enabled in the Apple Pencil settings of your iPad.

Head Tracking

Since i0OS 17.2 head tracking is natively supported in iOS and iPadOS.

With head tracking, you can move your head to control a cursor on the screen. You can also
assign actions to facial expressions, such as a smile or raised eyebrows.

To set up head tracking, follow these steps:

¢ Go to Settings of your iPhone/iPad > Accessibility > Switch Control.

¢ Then go to Switch Control Mode and select Head Tracking.

¢ Then go to Head Tracking select an action, for example raised eyebrows, and then select Tap.

e Then go to Tracking Mode and select for example 'With Face' on an iPhone and 'When Facing
Screen Edges' on an iPad.

¢ You can also adjust the pointer speed.
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App download
App Store: apps.apple.com/app/speech-assistant-aac/id1139762358

Privacy

The app does not collect any data and does not require an internet connection to function.
Only during the backup, restore and import functions an internet connection is needed.

User Manual

Version: 5.6.8 (app version)
Date: 11/12/2024

ASoft

Website: www.asoft.nl
E-mail: info@asoft.nl
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